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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 

A GREAT START!! 

I want to say a very sincere thanks to all the parents/ 

carers for being so supportive of the school at the 

beginning of the year. It has been fantastic to see 

every child in school uniform. The school is awash with 

navy and red and that certainly goes a long way to 

instilling a sense of pride in the school.  

The other thing that I have particularly noticed is the 

sense of calmness both in the classrooms and in the 

yard. This not only creates the ideal learning 

environment but it also demonstrates a sense of 

purpose and focus on learning. I couldn’t have asked 

for a better start. 

 

FURNITURE SALE 

The development of our new learning facility (S.T.E.M) 

has commenced and as a result we have considerable 

surplus furniture to sell (at very low prices). Please 

come to the front office if you are interested and we 

will arrange for you to have a look. 

 

EARLY FINISH 

Dismissal will be at 2:30pm every Thursday. 

 Options 

1. Pick your child up at 2:30pm 

2. Have your child attend OSHC from 2:30pm 

3. Supervision in the school Library from 2:30 to 

3:15pm 

Greg 

 

DIARY DATES 
EXPO    WEEK 2  WED 7TH FEB 

PUPIL FREE DAYS   WEEK 3  MON 12TH FEB 

    WEEK 6  FRI 9TH MARCH 

SWIMMING   WEEKS 2 -4 YEARS 1 TO 5 

DAILY ORGANISATION 

 

8:15 – 8:45  MORNING YARD DUTY 

8:45    HOME GROUP 

8:55    LESSONS 1 - 3 

11:25   LUNCH  

12:20   LESSONS 4 - 5 

2:00          AFTERNOON RECESS 

2:20    LESSON 6 

3:15    DISMISS STUDENTS 

2:30    DISMISS STUDENTS -  

    THURSDAYS ONLY 

3:15 – 3:30  AFTER SCHOOL DUTY 
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Community 

Wednesday 7th February - Week 2 

 

 

E PO 
What’s happening? 

 

2:30 to 3:15pm 

Open Classes 
 

3:30 to 4pm 

FREE BBQ 
 

3:15 to 4:30pm 

Community Groups, Pavilion 
 

See you there! 

Welcome students, parents, carers and extended 

families to the Berri Primary School 2018 EXPO. 

 

Our EXPO is designed to give families information 

about some of the services in our community 

including: 
 

SAPOL 

AC CARE 

VIVACI CHIROPRACTIC 

RENMARK PARK RUN 

RIVERLAND GEM AND MINERALS CLUB 

 

BBQ orders need to be returned by Friday. Please 

see the front office if you need an order form. 

Wellbeing wonderings… 
 

 

Welcome to everyone joining us for the first time and 

welcome back to those whom have been through this time 

of year before. No doubt there is some excitement, worries, 

giggles and tears happening throughout our community. 

That’s normal and we’re here to help start the year off with 

a smile. Our first two weeks at school focus very much on 

getting to know your children and setting up routines so 

everyone knows what to expect of each other.  

 

Volunteers – We just love having volunteers work with our 

students and being around our school. There are lots of 

opportunities to come and share in some positive and 

uplifting activities such as: 

Listening to reading 

Mentoring 1:1  

Library Lunchtime fun 

Monday – Puzzles 

Tuesday – Craft 

Wednesday – Games 

Thursday – Chess 

Friday – Card Games 

If you are interested or you know someone who may be 

interested in coming along and helping out with any of 

these activities, then let your child’s class teacher, myself or 

the front office staff know and I’ll get back to you as soon 

as I can.  

We will have a couple of volunteer trainings early in term 

one that provide the opportunity for people to learn their 

role of a volunteer. This will include the opportunity for 

volunteers to be trained in how to respond if a child shares 

their concerns with them. Many of our volunteers were 

involved in this training last year and whilst it goes for a 

couple of hours, it’s a lot of talking and reassuring. Our 

Volunteer training for ‘Keeping Kids Safe’ will be on Tuesday, 

6th February from 9.30 to 11.30am. Please leave your name 

at the front office if you are interested in coming to the 

training. 

 

Coffee and Chat sessions are continuing on Thursday 

mornings 9 – 9.30am. It’s a chance to meet other parents as 

well as join in some craft sessions. Last year we played with 

crocheting and then were lucky enough to have a mum 

teach us about card making. We used this learning to work 

with the students during the Tuesday craft lunchtime activity. 

If you are interested in being involved, please come to the 

staffroom on Thursday mornings. There are some activities 

for ‘little people’ to go on with if needed so that adults can 

enjoy a tea or coffee. As I say every year, I’m good at 

making a cup of tea and my coffee making is on the 

improve. 

Faye North 

Student Wellbeing Leader 
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How can families help? 
Families are the biggest influence on children’s 

mental health and play a very important role in 

KidsMatter. Children benefit when the important 

people in their lives work together and have a 

shared understanding of their development and their 

needs. 

 

KidsMatter Primary has developed a range of 

information sheets with parenting tips and strategies 

to help families support the wellbeing of their 

children. We will be sharing some of these throughout 

the year or if you would like to view them online, they 

are available at www.kidsmatter.edu.au.  

 

At Berri Primary, we are proud to be recognised 

nationwide as a KidsMatter school. There are many 

things you can do to help us to continue to make 

Berri Primary a success: 

 Develop relationships with the staff, so you can 

share knowledge and information about how 

they can support your child 

 Participate in school activities to build a sense 

of community 

 Respond to any school request for ideas or 

information 

 Talk to other parents and carers about ways 

the school can support your needs 

 Let us know what skills or talents you are happy 

to share 

Positive School Community 
Positive and respectful relationships at school help 

children and families feel that they belong and that their 

contributions are valued. A positive school community 

also gives children a sense of security that their needs will 

be met. Research shows that when children and families 

feel connected to school. Children are less likely to 

develop mental health difficulties and are more likely to 

succeed academically. 

Social and Emotional learning for 

students 
Learning how to manage feelings and get along with others 

is an important part of children’s development. It helps them 

to become better learners and feel good about themselves. 

Teaching children social and emotional skills as part of the 

school curriculum gives them tools for coping with emotions, 

solving problems and learning more effectively. 

Working with parents and carers 
In order to promote children’s mental health and 

wellbeing, it makes sense for families and schools to work 

closely together. Schools can support parents and carers 

by providing useful parenting information and resources, 

and by connecting them with further assistance if 

required. 

Helping children with mental health 

difficulties 
It can make a significant difference when children and 

families are able to access mental health intervention early. 

KidsMatter primary schools learn to respond more effectively 

to children’s mental health difficulties by recognising and 

responding to concerns that may need following-up. They 

can provide information to families and develop links with 

health and community agencies in their local area. 

  

 

It is a privilege to have your children as students at 

Berri Primary School and we look forward to working 

with both you and them to help them achieve their 

best,  both academically and socially.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your 

child, as a first step please talk with the class teacher. 

They are eager to know your children and to help 

them in any way possible. If you would like more 

information about the Coffee and Chat session, 

Governing Council or the Community EXPO, then 

please either leave me a message at the office of 

you’ll find me around in the yard before and after 

school. 

Every year we keep building on from successes and 

learning from previous years, so I have absolutely no 

doubt that 2018 is going to be a brilliant year and I 

hope you can get involved! 

 

Cheers 

Faye North 

Student Wellbeing Leader 

ACEO - Shane Karpany   AET Liz Makris 
Aboriginal Community Education Officer  Aboriginal Education Teacher 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au


TEAMWORK 
RESPECT  
RESPONSIBILITY  
INTEGRITY 


