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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
As we walk around the school and throughout classes, it 
has been fantastic seeing so many students proudly 
wearing their school uniform and being so engaged with 
their learning. We have welcomed many new reception 
students and new students with their families  to our school. 
We look forward to building a strong and positive 
relationship with you all. 
 
Just a reminder, that over the next couple of weeks our 
Year 1-5 students will be participating in their swimming 
lessons which are held at the Berri Pool. Please check in 
with your child’s teacher to ensure that you aware of your 
child’s swimming days and times. 
 
As you are aware all of our teachers and staff were 
involved in the Seven Steps to Writing Success 
professional development on Monday 12th Feb. We  also 
had a large group of DECD colleagues from neighbouring 
schools join us. The day was filled with great conversations 
and many teaching strategies were shared and learned. 
Our vibrant and experienced workshop presenter Pina 
Sernio brought the techniques and inspiration of the Seven 
Steps to life. You may hear your child talking about the 
various steps such as; Planning for Success, Sizzling Starts, 
Tightening the Tension, Dynamic Dialogue, Show, Don’t 
Tell, Ban the Boring and Exciting Endings. We are 
implementing this program school wide. We are expecting 
improved skills and results for our students but also in our 
teacher’s approaches to teaching writing. A program such 
as this has proven to increase the students level of interest, 
creativity, passion and engagement in writing as the 
Seven Steps can be applied to any text type. Feel free to 
chat to your child’s teachers to learn more. 
 
Finally, we would like to congratulate our PE/Health 
Specialist teacher, Richard Coote who has been nominated 
for the 2017 Riverland Coach of the Year award. We 
wish him all the best and continued success. 
 
Maria Rivera, 
Deputy Principal 

On behalf of Principal, Greg Platt 
 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

 

SWIMMING   WEEK 2 - 4 Years 1 to 5 

PUPIL FREE DAY  WEEK 6  Fri 9th March 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY  WEEK 7 Mon 12th March 

CROSS COUNTRY  WEEK 9 Thurs 29th March 

(Whole school event) 

GOOD FRIDAY  WEEK 9   Fri 30 March 

EASTER MONDAY  WEEK 10  Mon 2nd April 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  WEEK 11 Wed 11th April 

END OF TERM 1  Week 11  Fri 13th April 

 

SITE  

CLOSED 
THIS WEEKEND 

 

From Friday 16th February 6pm to  

Monday 19th February 5am 

 

DUE TO ASBESTOS  

REMOVAL 
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Health and Physical Education 
 
Hello everyone! It is great to be back for another cracking year 

of teaching, learning and to have the privilege  to extend your 

child’s abilities in HPE. As you may have already heard, Berri 

Primary is continuing its evolution towards becoming the 

leading public/private school within the Berri/Barmera 

Partnership. Sometimes parents only focus on their child’s 

developments that occur within the classroom. Here at Berri PS, 

your child will be extended and challenged in every area. 

Within the HPE focus area your child will identify two key 

learning aspects during each lesson – LI (learning intention) SC 

(success criteria). The learning intention will inform students of 

the specific skill he/she will be focussing on during the lesson. 

The success criteria component will encourage students to 

reflect on the lesson and determine whether they were 

successful in achieving that designated skill by making an ‘I 

can’ statement at the end of each lesson.  For the first 4 to 7 

weeks all students will be engaged in the sport of Hockey. Key 

focus areas include correctly holding a hockey stick, moving a 

ball effectively, push passing, receiving a ball etc. The school 

also welcomes the Berri Hockey Club which is conducting some 

age specific clinics for Years 3 to 5 during HPE lessons.  

Also this year photos of your child’s HPE learning and school 

sport activities will be posted on the school’s Facebook page. 

Keep a look out this week for some postings! 

 

The first term overview for HPE 

Weeks 1 to 4 REC to 7 Hockey    

Weeks 4 to 7 REC,1,2 Scooters     

   3,4,5  Hockey     

   6,7  Hockey, Fitness    

Week 8  Rec,1,2 Modified Scoots 

   3,4,5  Fitness 

   6,7  Team Games 

Weeks 9 to 11 REC to 7 Health     

 

School Sport/SAPSASA Representative Opportunities for Term 1 

Week 3: SAPSASA Softball Trials start Wed14th Feb 

Week 4: SAPSASA Swimming Trials Renmark Pool Fri 23rd Feb 

Week 6: AFL Girls 9 a side lightning carnival Thurs 8th Mar 

(Hosted by Berri Primary School)  

Week 7: T20 Cricket Blast Berri Primary is entering 3 Teams of 

mixed year 5, 6 and 7 students Fri 16th Mar  

Week 9: Berri Primary Cross Country (whole school event) Thurs 

29th Mar 

Week 10: SAPSASA District Netball and Australian Football Trials. 

 

Richard Coote   

 

 

 

Science 
 

Hello everyone and welcome to the 2018 

school year! 

This term in Science Lessons, all classes will 

focus on the Australian Curriculum Sub-

strand of Chemical Sciences (chemistry). 

At a primary level, Chemical Sciences 

deals heavily with common natural and 

processed materials, developing 

observational skills to describe and 

record properties of (and changes to) 

materials, proposing uses for materials 

and such. In the upper primary years this 

focus begins to shift closer to what most 

of us envision when we think of chemistry, 

as we prepare our students for the 

increased challenges of High School 

Science learning. Here is a brief run-down 

of what each class will focus on this term 

in Science lessons at Berri Primary 

School…  

Rooms 1, 2, 3: Using a theme of bubbles, 

learners will explore how different 

materials can be combined to achieve a 

particular purpose. Students will design 

and create bubble wands from a 

selection of materials, selecting suitable 

materials to meet their needs. We will 

also create and test our own bubble 

mixtures, applying observational skills, 

measurement and data collection. If you 

have any great bubble recipes that 

you’ve tried at home and would like to 

share, please send them in! 

Rooms 5, 6: Based on a theme of ‘The 

Three Little Pigs’, our youngest scientists 

will learn the role of their 5 senses in 

observing and describing the properties 

of materials. Learners will develop skills in 

recording and sharing their observations 

with others, while the classic fairy tale 

offers an excellent example of the 

importance of choosing appropriate 

materials for a given purpose!  

 



Vietnamese 

 
Xin chào (Hello)! Welcome back to a new 

school year. I hope you have had a relaxing 

and wonderful summer with your family and 

a great start to the school year.   

So far students have settled in well and have 

been busy with learning activities to help 

and remind them of our school values – Teamwork, Respect, 

Responsibility, and Integrity.   

The Junior Primary classes: Role-playing activities. Students are 

presented with different situations and have to show what choices 

they would make to gain trust from people around them. 

The Middle Primary classes: Human knot. Students are asked to close 

their eyes and connect hands with others to form a human knot. As 

a team, their challenge is to unravel the knot without letting go of 

hands. 

The Upper Primary classes: Cat and Mouse. The aim is for the cat to 

catch the mouse whilst being blindfolded. This helps to develop 

students’ communication skills, especially active listening.     

2018 looks to be an exciting year with lots of fun learning; it’s going 

to be great! In Semester 1 (Term 1 and 2) your child will be focusing 

on: 

ROOMS 1,3  Family ROOM 2  School 

ROOMS 5,6  Greetings ROOMS 20,21 Mini Chef 

ROOMS 22,24,25 Play  ROOMS 26,27 My Place  your Place 

I look forward to working with you and your child to create the best 

possible learning outcome for them.  If you have any queries, please 

don’t hesitate to contact me.   

 

Kind regards  

Mai Schloithe 

Vietnamese Teacher 

 

 

Science continued.. 

Rooms 26, 27: Children will investigate 

the role of heat energy in the changes 

of state of materials (e.g. solids, liquids 

and gases) through hands-on 

investigations and testing. Scientific 

skills such as making predictions, 

conducting investigations, making 

and recording observations and 

reflecting on experiments will be 

i nc re as in g l y  i n t r oduc e d  an d 

developed. 

Rooms 24, 25: Learners will examine 

the propert ies and potent ia l 

applications for various materials, 

carry out tests for strengthening 

techniques and apply their findings 

through the design, engineering and 

creation of model towers. In teams, 

our little engineers will work from set 

design constraints and criteria to build 

the strongest towers they can. 

Rooms 20, 21, 22: Our senior classes will 

first focus on the classification of 

chemical and physical changes to 

materials. This focus will then shift to a 

more general scientific method, 

where students will develop and carry 

out their own investigations into 

materials. Scientific reporting skills will 

be developed, including concepts 

such as variables, scientific methods, 

selecting appropriate equipment, 

data collection and presentation, 

safety and ethical considerations and 

more. 

If you ever wish to chat further 

regarding Science at Berri Primary, 

please contact the school and I am 

happy to arrange a time to meet. Best 

of luck for the new academic year 

and I look forward to working with you 

and your children throughout the 

year! 

Zack Plaquet  



E PO 
 

 

 

We would appreciate your feedback and suggestions to help make our future EXPOs an even 

bigger success. Please return your feedback slip to the front office. 

 

 Family Name ______________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 
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Hey everyone! 

 

Thank you and wow! Last week the Community 

Expo went off without a hitch. It was great to 

see so many students and families coming along 

and chatting to the 15 different community 

groups that had stalls. It was a smidge on the 

hot side so I really appreciated so many people 

coming out and enjoying their afternoon. 

Special mention to those cooking and serving 

the sausages, now, that was hot work! To help us 

with our review of the afternoon, I’m hoping that 

you’ll fill out and return the feedback slip below. 

It’s really important that we get feedback from 

the families, as we hold the event for you and 

we want you to get the most out of it. 

Even though our super-hot weather is having a 

rest for a while, I though it a good time to 

mention the need to keep drinking water. The 

following is the list of recommended water 

intake: 

 

SUMMER 
 3-4 years  800 to 900mls 

 5 - 6 years  900 to 100mls 

 7 - 10 years  1000 to 1200mls 

 12 years  1200 to 1500mls 

 

Remember, water helps brains and bodies to 

work to their full potential, and that’s what we’re 

all after! 

 

Story time = Just for fun 

 

This week I was looking at some cards I was 

given about ‘talk time prompts’ for families. 

Some of the questions seemed like fun to share, 

so with the support of Katie in the office, the 

plan is to ask a student each newsletter to share 

their answers to a question. This week, we asked 

Ebony and Ryder from Room 1. We hope that 

you enjoy their answers and get to talk stories 

with your children too. Oh, and also, it’s not just 

a fun idea, there’s more behind it than that. 

Stories help to build a sense of connection, 

teach morals and provide children with different 

view points. In the age of multimedia and 

information on any topic available with the click 

of a mouse, research shows that children are 

seeking personal and ‘real’ stories to learn from. 

Sounds like a great reason to sit around and tell 

stories to me! 

 

What’s the funniest thing you 
saw/ heard this week? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Faye North 

Student Wellbeing Leader 

Community Feedback 



TEAMWORK 
RESPECT  
RESPONSIBILITY  
INTEGRITY 

“Visible Learning is teachers seeing learning through the 
eyes of their students, and students seeing themselves as 

their own teachers.” 

Our school has made a three year commitment alongside all 
other schools in our Berri /Barmera Partnership to undertake 
a “Visible Learning” approach to teaching and learning. 
Staff from all these schools are in their second year of 
professional learning which is based on internationally 
recognized research conducted by Professor John Hattie into 
what provides the most success in learning. 
 

John Hattie defines Visible Learners as students who can 
 Articulate what they are learning. 
 Explain their next steps in their learning. 
 Set Learning Goals. 
 See errors as opportunities for further learning. 
 Know what to do when they are stuck. 
 Seek feedback 

Cuppa and chat 

9am to 9:30am Staffroom 

On Thursday mornings, we not only catch up 

and have a chat, but have a chance to link in 

with staff and other parents. We also do some 

crafty bits and pieces. At times we have the 

opportunity to make cards, learn to crochet 

and recently the idea of cross stitch has been 

put forward (with that one, I’m at a complete 

loss). We are also known to spend some time 

preparing the craft activities for students to go 

on with in the Library on Tuesdays. So, if you’re 

feeling crafty, come along and have some fun. 

If crafty isn’t your scene, we’re great at being 

purely friendly and chatty too.  

 

Come and Play 
 

9:30am to 11am OSHC  Building 
 

Ages 0 to 5 years 

Gold coin donation 

 

A great and affordable opportunity for parents 

and children to socialise and play together. 

Come and join in the fun. 

 

 

U13 Development Squad Trials 
Open to all Primary School Aged Girls in 

Year 7 and Year 6 
4:30pm-5:30pm Wednesday 14th March, 

21st March and 28th March 
 

U8, U11 and U13 Registration Night BBQ 
Wednesday 11th April 5:00pm-6:30pm 

 
U13 Training 

Every Wednesday Night Starting 4th April 
4:30pm-5:30pm 

 
U13 Development Squad Training 

Every Wednesday Night Starting 4th April 
5:30pm-6:30pm 

 
U8 Training and Games 

Every Saturday Morning Starting 5th May 
9am-9:45am 

 
U11 Training and Games 

Every Saturday Morning Starting 5th May 
9:30am-11:00am 

 
Enquiries : berrinetballclub@gmail.com or 

join our facebook page 
 

Berri Netball Club is registered to accept 
the Sports Vouchers 

Issued by the Government of SA. 
www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au 

What is Visible Learning? 
This is a big shift in thinking for many of our students, 
teachers and parents/carers. We hope to share with you 
some of our learning and strategies through the newsletter 
in coming weeks. In the meantime, one way you may like 
to support this thinking is by asking you children “What did 
you learn today?” instead of “What did you do at school 
today?” 
 
 

Deb Platt 
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In recent years Jayne McDonough OT for Riverland Kids 
has been fully booked and our capacity to see new clients 
has been extremely limited. Due to some older children 
“graduating” from our service and the recruitment of new 
staff we are now in a position to accept new referrals. If 
you know a family who has a child aged 0 – 12 years who 
would benefit from Occupational Therapy services from 
Jayne McDonough OT for Riverland Kids please encourage 
them to contact us as soon as possible to discuss their child’s 
needs and secure an appointment space.  
 
School, home or clinic based assessment and therapy     
services to support these important skills: 

Sensory processing Fine motor Prewriting 
Handwriting Daily living tasks Social skills 

 
To refer your child to this service or if you  
have any queries please contact  
Jayne McDonough OT for Riverland Kids 

 
Phone: 0428 399 379 
Email: ot.jaynemcdonough@aapt.net.au  

BERRI HOCKEY CLUB 
 

SIGN ON - COME AND TRY HOCKEY! 
New and returning players 

 
Looking for a fun  way to get involved with a social team 
or increase your fitness? Berri Hockey Club is looking for 
players for the 2018 season. Teams are for all ages 
starting from Under 9s. 
 

Join us on Monday 5th March 
5:30 to 6:30 Juniors 
6:30 to 7:30 Seniors 

Glassey Park 
 
For More information call Gavin McMahon - 0419038962 

mailto:ot.jaynemcdonough@aapt.net.au

