WATER SAFETY
POLICY/PROCEDURE

Policy Statement

Berri OSHC recognises the risks posed by bodies of water and takes the safety of children and Educators involved
in water-based activities and around bodies of water seriously. Berri OSHC will ensure that every precaution is
taken so that children are able to enjoy water-based activities safely. Risk assessments will be carried out for
programmed water-based activities and the outcomes will underpin the Educator to child ratio for the activities.

The safety, health and wellbeing of children is our number one priority. All water-based activities will be
adequately supervised and no child will be left unattended when in proximity to water.

Roles and Responsibilities

Approved provider -

Berri Primary School Governing Council

e ensure that obligations under the Education and Care Services National Law and National Regulations are
met

® keep a child safe environment

® ensure that there is adequate supervision provided given the ages and developmental needs of children
undertaking water activities (including ratios)

® ensure risk assessments are undertaken, and water hazards and risks associated with water-based
activities are taken into consideration

e take reasonable steps to ensure that the policy and procedures are current, reviewed regularly, and
communicated to educators, staff and stakeholders

e take reasonable steps to ensure that nominated supervisors, educators, staff and volunteers follow the
policy and procedures

e ensure copies of the policy and procedures are readily accessible to nominated supervisors, educators,
staff and volunteers, and available for inspection

e notify families at least 14 days before changing the policy or procedures if the changes will:
o affect the fees charged or the way they are collected or
o significantly impact the service’s education and care of children or

o significantly impact the family’s ability to utilise the service.

Nominated supervisor/Director

e ensure that there is adequate supervision provided given the ages and developmental needs of children
undertaking water activities (including ratios)

e inform families about water safety practices at the service
e ensure first aid and CPR qualifications and requirements are met at all times

® ensure that at least one educator, staff member or nominated supervisor who holds a current approved
first aid qualification is in attendance at all times that children are being educated and cared for by the
service

e undertake risk assessments for excursions near water and for water-based activities
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e take reasonable steps to

e take reasonable steps to

water.

ensure that the policy and procedures are current, reviewed regularly, and

communicated to educators, staff and stakeholders

inform and support educators and staff of their responsibilities in implementing

the policy and procedures at all times
e guide and mentor educators and staff to be able to follow the policy and procedures.

e ensuring Educators position themselves in the environment so that every child is within sight of an adult at
all times and that supervision is direct and vigilant; and that Educators rotate their position in the
environment on a regular basis to allow for movement and to maintain vigilance.

® on a swimming excursion, having some Educators designated to supervise children from within the body of

Educators

reinforce water safety m

packed away as soon as

® ensure water troughs or

weather

essages within the children’s education program

make sure water hazards are managed as outlined in your procedure, e.g. water trough is emptied and

play has ended

ensure buckets that contain liquids are not accessible to children
empty, safely cover or make inaccessible to children all water containers when they are not in use, e.g. mop
buckets and water troughs,

containers for water play will be supervised at all times and containers or troughs

will be emptied after use
e inspecting indoor and outdoor environments for potential water hazards, particularly during and after wet

Families

e talk to their children abo

ut water safety

Procedure

e Undertaking a risk assessment prior to a water-based activity

e Choose venues that provide additional supervision in the form of lifeguards.
e Ensuring Educators are placed in positions that allow them to directly and actively supervise any child

accessing a body of water.
e Avoiding any venue with a body of water where sufficient precautions cannot be taken to ensure the safety of

children.

e Ensure correct ratio is maintained for a high risk activity.

Legislative Requirements

Section/Regulation

Description

Education & Care Services N

ational Law Act (2010)

Section 167

Offence to inadequately supervise children

Section 175

Offence relating to requirement to keep enrolment and other documents
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Education & Care Services National Regulations (2011)

Regulation 101 Conduct risk assessments for excursions

Regulation 115 Premises designed to facilitate supervision

Regulation 168 Education and care service must have policies and procedures
Regulation 170 Policies and procedures to be followed

Regulation 171 Policies and procedures to be kept available

Regulation 172 Notification of change to policies or procedures

National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care & School Age Care (2010)
Element 2.2 Safety

Reviewed and Approved by Berri Primary School Governing Council: 14" September 2026

TO BE REVIEWED: September 2027

Approved by Berri Primary School Governing Council: 25/05/2022

Related Documents

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/out-school-hours-care-oshc

Water Safety Procedure for Preschools at https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-

management/school/preschool-and-fdc-admin/preschool-and-early-childhood-management/water-
safety-for-preschools
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